
ARIAS OUSTED 
ANEW BY COUP 


Panama President Takes 
Refuge in Canal Zone 

PANAMA (AP) - Presi- 
dent Amnlfo Arias took refuge 
Friday night in the, U.S.- 
controlled Panama Canal Zone 
and a National Guard officer 
declared the entire country 
under military control after a 
bloodless coup. 

Lt. Col. Omar Torrijos said 
the coup against Arias’ 11- 
day-old government was sup- 
ported by all the officers and 
men of the national guard. 

PANAMA (AP) — Truckloads 
Of troops sped through the 
streets Friday night and shoot- 
ing was heard in the area of the 
National Gtuard headquarters, 
indicating a coup nright be in 
the making against the govern- 
ment of President Amulfo Ar- 
ias. He was sworn in only 11 
days ago. 

Arias, 67, had twice been 
overthrown as president in 
three decades. He was sworn 
in for his third term Oct. 1, 
after winning a clearcut vic- 
tory in elections last May. 

The National Guard, Pana- 
ma’s only armed force, plays a 
major role in the nation’s politi- 
cal life, and guard commanders 
have been at odds with Arias 
since he was first elected presi- 


dent in 1940. 

3 Earner Friday, Brig. Gen. 
Bolivar Vallarino, 52, command- 
er of the guard for 17 years, had 
turned ,over his command to 
^ Col. Bolivar Urrutia, 49. 
g Tocumen international air- 
port, where the guard has a 
j main garrison, was reported 
closed to air traffic. There were 
other reports that the guard was 
ordering people off the streets 
in the city of Colon, on the At- 
lantic coast, Panama’s second 
city. 

There had been considerable 
tension 'between President Arias 
and the National Guard since 
the chief executive ordered a 
sweeping shakeup of officers 
who had opposed him in the 
May elections. 

A telephone call at National 
Guard headquarters disclosed 
that Lt. Col. Omar Torrijos, 
formerly executive secretary 
of the guard, who had just 
been ordered abroad by the 
Arias government, was there 
at 9:20 p.m., an unusual hour 
for him. He is generally re- 
garded as the leader of the 
anti-Arias officers. 

Torrijos said at that time: 
“Nothing is happening.” 

Within 10 mjnutes the troop 
activity was underway and the ■ 
shots were heard in the area of 
the guard headquarters, a two- 
story building on Avenue A, one 
of the city’s main thorough- 
fares. 

Another call an hour later 
elicited the information that Tor- 
rijos was “in the operations 
rpom.” Another voide then 
came on the telephone and said 
Torrijos was not available. The 
caller inquired after Urrutia 
; and the reply was: “There is no 
I one here.” 

The Tocumen garrison until 
. Thursday was under command 
■ of Maj. Frederico Boyd Jr., also 
) identified as an anti-Arias offi- 
cer. 



